
  
 
 
The Honorable Mike Johnson  
Speaker of the House  
H-232, The Capitol  
Washington, D.C. 20515  
 
The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
House Minority Leader  
2433 Rayburn House Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

The Honorable John Thune  
Senate Majority Leader 
511 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 2051 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer  
Senate Minority Leader  
322 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

 
 

May 1, 2025 
 
Dear Speaker Johnson, Minority Leader Jeffries, Majority Leader Thune, Minority Leader 
Schumer, and other Members of Congress: 
 
All people should be safe in their homes, workplaces, streets, schools, parks, and other 
neighborhood spaces. Thanks to overwhelming evidence, we know what it takes to deliver this 
safety—approaches that stop crime before it happens, address the root causes of violence, and 
offer people in crisis the care and compassion that they deserve. 
 
Communities nationwide deserve a legislative agenda that embraces this paradigm, using our 
resources wisely to deploy win-win solutions that prevent violence and harm while bolstering 
opportunity. On behalf of the Community Safety Working Group and the nearly 100 
undersigned organizations, we urge Congress to advance a comprehensive Community 
Safety Agenda that can finally deliver equitable, long-lasting safety for all people. 
 
Community Health, Violence Prevention & Caring Responses to Crises 
  

Robust evidence shows that when we invest in violence intervention,1 alternative crisis 
response,2 access to voluntary care,3 peer counseling, and improvements to public health, we 

3 Simes, J. T., & Jahn, J. L. (2022). The consequences of Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act for 
police arrests. PLOS ONE, 17(1), e0261512. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0261512  

2See i.e., STAR Program Evaluation. (2021). Retrieved February 28, 2024, from 
https://wp-denverite.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/02/STAR_Pilot_6_Month_Evaluation_FINA
L-REPORT.pdf     

1 See i.e., Advance Peace. (n.d.). Advance Peace. https://www.advancepeace.org/  
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https://wp-denverite.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/02/STAR_Pilot_6_Month_Evaluation_FINAL-REPORT.pdf
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make our communities stronger and safer overall.4 We also save billions of dollars, with nearly 
every study5 evaluating preventative measures finding that benefits far outweigh costs.6 
 
Building on these findings, our organizations urge Congress to advance bills that directly invest 
in violence prevention, alternative crisis response, and a federal infrastructure to administer 
these policies effectively. To that end, our 2025 priorities include: 
 

●​ Creating a safety infrastructure rooted in public health & prevention. We support 
legislation — such as The People’s Response Act — which would create a new “Division 
on Community Safety” within the Department of Health and Human Services, then use 
this Division to fund evidence-informed community safety programs nationwide.  

 
●​ Making paradigm-shifting investments in violence intervention. We support bills — 

such as the The Break the Cycle of Violence Act — which would create a new Office of 
Community Violence Intervention (CVI) within the Department of Health and Human 
Services, then use this office to support CVI workforce development and fund CVI 
programs. 
 

●​ Providing robust support for alternative crisis response. We back proposals — such 
as the The Mental Health Justice Act — which would support state governments, local 
governments, and community-based organizations to operate programs that train and 
dispatch mental health professionals to respond during mental health crises.  
 

●​ Preventing family violence. We also back legislation like The Family Violence 
Prevention & Services Improvement Act, which supports domestic violence coalitions 
and community-based organizations to support evidence-informed prevention strategies 
and implement coordinated, community responses that reduce risk factors for family 
violence. 

 
Economic Security, Housing & Investments in Families 
 

Economic security, housing security, and family investments are critical for public safety — not 
only because they significantly reduce violent crime, but also because they address basic 

6 Vogler, J. (2017). Access to Health Care and Criminal Behavior: Short-Run Evidence from the ACA Medicaid 
Expansions. Social Science Research Network. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3042267  

5 Branas, C. C., South, E. C., Kondo, M. C., Hohl, B. C., Bourgois, P., Wiebe, D. J., & MacDonald, J. M. (2018). 
Citywide cluster randomized trial to restore blighted vacant land and its effects on violence, crime, and fear. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 115(12), 2946–2951. 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1718503115  

4 Violence is a Public Health Issue: Public Health is Essential to Understanding and Treating Violence in the U.S. 
(2019, January 28). 
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2019/01/28/violence-is-a-publ
ic-health-issue  
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insecurities that prevent too many communities from thriving.7 Whether expanding affordable 
housing, workforce development,8 summer jobs,9 early childhood education,10 mentorship,11 
school-based violence intervention,12 or wraparound education services,13 research shows that 
targeted investments make our communities safer, more equitable, and more stable, while 
giving every child a genuine opportunity to thrive.  
 
In 2025, we strongly champion bills that address youth employment, create pathways to 
high-quality jobs, expand affordable housing, fund homelessness prevention, and invest in youth 
and family programs. Specific priorities include: 
 

●​ Expanding affordable housing and addressing homelessness. We support 
ambitious measures — such as the The Housing Is a Human Right Act — that expand 
programs to assist homeless and housing-unstable individuals, including the 
construction of affordable housing. 

 
●​ Providing robust support for summer jobs and other forms of youth employment. 

Following the robust link between youth employment and violence reduction, we also 
support proposals — such as the The Opening Doors for Youth Act — which would help 
states, local governments, Indian tribes, and community organizations provide summer 
jobs and other employment opportunities to at-risk youth. 
 

●​ Enhanced support for enrichment programming & full-service community schools. 
We support bills — such as the The Full-Service Community School Act — which would 
expand much-needed resources for wraparound services that holistically meet student 
and family needs. We would also support policies that invest more deeply in enrichment 

13 Freedom to Thrive: Reimagining safety & security in our communities. (2020, June 17). The Center for Popular 
Democracy. 
https://www.populardemocracy.org/news/publications/freedom-thrive-reimagining-safety-security-our-communities  

12 Hjalmarsson, R., Holmlund, H., & Lindquist, M. J. (2015). The Effect of Education on Criminal Convictions and 
Incarceration: Causal Evidence from Micro-data. The Economic Journal, 125(587), 1290–1326. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/ecoj.12204  

11 “Becoming a Man” - Improving Decisions, Reducing crime - B-HUB. (2020, November 11). B-HUB. 
https://www.bhub.org/project/becoming-a-man-improving-decisions-reducing-crime/  

10 Anders, J., Barr, A. C., & Smith, A. A. (2023). The Effect of Early Childhood Education on Adult Criminality: 
Evidence from the 1960s through 1990s. American Economic Journal Economic Policy, 15(1), 37–69. 
https://doi.org/10.1257/pol.20200660  

9 Heller, S. B. (2014). Summer jobs reduce violence among disadvantaged youth. Science, 346(6214), 1219–1223. 
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1257809  

8 Sharkey, P., Torrats-Espinosa, G., & Takyar, D. (2017). Community and the Crime Decline: The causal effect of local 
nonprofits on violent crime. American Sociological Review, 82(6), 1214–1240. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0003122417736289  

7 See Freedman, M., & Owens, E. (2011). Low-Income Housing Development and Crime. Journal of Urban 
Economics, 70(2–3), 115–131. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jue.2011.04.001 
See Bell, B., Bindler, A., & Machin, S. (2018). Crime Scars: Recessions and the making of career criminals. The 
Review of Economics and Statistics, 100(3), 392–404. https://doi.org/10.1162/rest_a_00698 
See Raphael, S., & Winter‐Ebmer, R. (2001). Identifying the effect of unemployment on crime. The Journal of Law 
and Economics, 44(1), 259–283. https://doi.org/10.1086/320275 
See Fischer, S. N., Shinn, M., Shrout, P. E., & Tsemberis, S. (2008). Homelessness, Mental Illness, and Criminal 
Activity: Examining patterns over time. American Journal of Community Psychology, 42(3–4), 251–265. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10464-008-9210-z  
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https://doi.org/10.1007/s10464-008-9210-z


programming, including access to art, music, drama, sports, civic engagement, and other 
enrichment activities. 

 
This agenda is only a down payment on the safety investments that our communities urgently 
need, and not every signatory has formally endorsed every bill here. However, this agenda 
shows the type of policies that could achieve our ultimate safety goals. It also represents an 
acknowledgment that, where safety is concerned, the stakes are too high not to follow what 
research, evidence, and our frontline communities say is required. It is time for a safety agenda 
that finally puts people and communities first; these policies are a critical step toward making 
this shared vision a reality.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration. If you have any questions or would like to 
schedule a meeting to discuss these critical issues further, please contact Aiden Cotter 
(aiden.cotter@splcenter.org) or Nick Matuszewski (nm@waveedfund.org). 
 

The Community Safety Working Group 
 
The Community Safety Working Group is a collection of more than 100 civil rights, public health, racial 
justice, housing, gun violence prevention, economic justice, and allied organizations nationwide 
dedicated to building safety that works for all communities. For us, community safety is a 
multidisciplinary framework for keeping individuals, families, and communities safe that prioritizes 
violence prevention, investments in the root causes or “social determinants” of violence and harm, and 
caring approaches to addressing crises.  
 
Since releasing our first agenda in 2022, our goal has been to advance a new paradigm that invests in 
prevention, care, and communities to keep people safe. We pursue this mission through federal 
appropriations, federal legislation, and support to grassroots organizations that are advancing this work 
at the state and local levels. For more information, please see www.communitysafety.us.   
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Organizations:  
A Bella LaFemme Society  
ACLU 
Advancement Project 
American Friends Service Committee 
Autistic Women & Nonbinary Network 
Bend the Arc: Jewish Action 
Black Leadership Action Coalition of Kentucky Action Fund (BLACK AF) 
Black Lives Matter Global Network 
BLKHLTH 
Blue Future 
Center for American Progress 
Center for Constitutional Rights 
Center for Policing Equity 
Children's Defense Fund 
Children's HealthWatch 
Civil Rights Corps 
Coalition on Human Needs 
Color Of Change 
Compostela Community Family Cultural Institute 
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, U.S. Provinces 
Drug Policy Alliance 
EJUSA Evangelical Network 
Elders Climate Action 
Empower Missouri  
Equal Justice USA 
Fair and Just Prosecution 
Faith For Justice 
Florida Rising  
Freedom Arts & Education Center 
Freedom Community Center 
Freelane writer/editor 
Frey Evaluation, LLC 
G-PAC Illinois 
Guns Down America 
Harriet’s Wildest Dreams  
Human Rights Watch 
Illinois Alliance for Reentry and Justice 
InnovateEDU  
Justice Policy Institute  
Juvenile Law Center 
Law Enforcement Action Partnership 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 
Local Progress 

 



Long Beach Environment Alliance 
Long Beach Gray Panthers 
Long Beach 350 
March For Our Lives 
Metcalfe Park Community Bridges, Inc 
Missouri Justice Coalition  
MomsRising  
Movement for Black Lives 
Muslims for Just Futures  
National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd  
National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
National Association of Social Workers 
National Center for Law and Economic Justice 
National Council of Churches 
National Homelessness Law Center 
National Urban League 
National Youth Justice Network 
NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice 
Nonviolent Peaceforce 
One Aim Illinois  
Partners In Health 
People's Advocacy Institute  
Policing Alternatives & Diversion Initiative 
Pretrial Justice Institute 
Prevention Institute 
Prison Policy Initiative 
Protect Minnesota 
Public Justice Center 
Reale Justice Network 
Rebuild, Overcome, and Rise (ROAR) Center at the University of MD, Baltimore 
Reframe Health and Justice 
RISE for Youth  
San Diego for Every Child 
Saratoga Black Lives Matter  
Southern Center for Human Rights 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
States United to Prevent Gun Violence 
Stop Criminalization Of Our Patients (SCOOP) 
T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights 
The Bail Project 
The Festival Center 
The First 72+ 
the Forum for Youth Investment 
The Futures Institute 

 



The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights 
The Pennsylvania Community Health Worker Collaborative 
The Samaritan Foundation, Inc dba ConnectionHealth 
The Sentencing Project  
United Church of Christ 
United Women of Color  
University of Baltimore School of Law Center for Criminal Justice Reform 
Voters of Tomorrow Columbus 
WAVE Educational Fund 
We Are Revolutionary 
Youth First Justice Collaborative  
YWCA Jamestown 

 


